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Second Announcement & Call for Papers 
 

 
Education Association of South Africa 

22001122  AAnnnnuuaall  
CCoonnffeerreennccee   

Criticality, Creativity and Connections:  
In Pursuit of Educational Innovations 

Against this background, abstracts are invited for oral 

presentations or round table discussions which investigate the 

conference theme from the perspectives of the following 

questions, engaging critically and creatively with the research 

undertaken in pursuit of such educational imaginings:  How and 

what bases could constitute a novel research imagination? How 

are our research orientations informed by the complex forms that 

characterize our country’s educational reform orientations? How 

can we re-imagine the connection between education and social 

justice? How could our research disrupt the status quo? How could 

our research contribute to establishing connections to push harder 

towards meaningful change? How could our research put us on 

track for innovation education? How could our research take on 

innovative approaches? How could our research shift education 

towards innovative collaborations? How could our research 

contribute to an innovative teaching corps? How can our research 

shift us to innovative curricula and innovative pedagogies? How 

could our research shift away from more of the same to more 

innovation? How could our research contribute towards shifting 

South African education to be cutting edge?    

The complexity of our educational reform orientations and initiatives has only 

recently come into full view. While it might be too early to theorize about the 

socio-political, philosophical and discursive lineaments of our 

multidimensional educational forms and functions, this conference theme is 

an attempt to lay a rigorous platform for bringing some aspects of this 

complexity to epistemological consciousness. The pursuit of social justice 

remains the animating ethic of our educational pursuits, the necessity of 

which must now be understood in light of difficulties associated with reform in 

tough material and discursive environments.  We nonetheless hold on to the 

assumption that  education is the  “single most important critical element in 

combating poverty, empowering the poor, enhancing economic growth, 

controlling population growth, protecting the environment and promoting 

human rights and democracy” (Tilak, 2003, p2).  We are aware that education 

in South Africa has not been able to provide a sufficient base for the 

envisioned progress, being challenged by systemic ineptitude, over-zealous 

policies, ill-equipped teachers, inappropriate curriculum approaches, uneven 

resource distribution, and inadequately prepared learners. Higher education 

institutions churn out much research that explores the complexities of the 

challenges in education, but research seems unable to influence a turn of the 

tide.  

The conference theme is, however, an attempt to dig beneath the surface 

appearances of our educational worlds, whether to problematize our extant 

policy, curricular or discursive orientations, or to ask fundamental questions 

about our epistemological orientations. We propose a rigorous consideration 

interrogation of our own assumptions, theoretical stances and approaches to 

research.   

A key objective of the conference is to spark a debate about how we might 

productively interrogate, rethink and re-imagine our own academic identities, 

processes and practices in pursuit of such a generative intellectual position. 

Organizing Committee:   
NMMU Faculty of Education 

Conference Administrator:  
Ms Petra Lawson  

Disclaimer: The organisers reserve the right to change or cancel the published 
venue, programme, dates and/or fee due to unforeseen circumstances. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Final date for submission of abstracts 31 August 2011 

Notification of acceptance of abstracts 30 September 2011 

Final closing date for registration 1 November 2011 

Registration confirmation 15 November 2011 

Dates:  17 – 20 January 2012 
Venue:  Mpekweni Beach Resort, Eastern Cape 
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TYPES OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

In addition to the keynote speakers 
and a panel discussion, the 
conference will also include papers 
from academics, teachers and 
researchers.  Abstracts are invited for 

¶ Oral paper presentations 
(20min) followed by a discussion 
(20min)  

¶ Round table discussions  
(60 minutes) 

Criteria for the selection of contributions  

Selection of contributions will be done 
using the following criteria: 

¶ Is it relevant to the conference 
theme?  

¶ Is the key theme, purpose/ rationale 
and method (where relevant) clear? 

¶ Is it significant and original? 

¶ Does is comply with the technical 
requirements? 

SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS 

Abstracts should be submitted electronically 
(by e-mail), in MS Word format, on the 
abstract submission form to the conference 
organiser at the following e-mail address: 
Petra Lawson at conferencepl@gmail.com 

Please note:  Even if accepted, no abstract will 
be included in the Book of Abstracts if full 
payment for registration has not been received 
by 01 November 2011. 

  

REGISTRATION Guidelines and instructions for abstracts 

All authors interested in presenting oral papers or 
conducting round table discussions are invited to 
submit an abstract on the abstract submission form 
and e-mail as an attachment to Conference Organiser 
at conferencepl@gmail.com 

¶ Use MS-Word, Arial 11, 1.5 spacing  

¶ The title should be in bold and italic Arial 14 and 
name(s) of author(s), department(s), institution(s) 
and e-mail address(es) in regular Arial 11 

¶ If there is more than one author, the presenter 
must be indicated 

¶ The maximum length is 300 words including 2 – 4 
key words or phrases 

¶ Full contact details and institutional affiliation of 
authors must be given, postal address, e-mail 
address and telephone number(s) 

¶ The conference theme question(s) that is (are) 
relevant to the abstract, should be indicated; this is 
not included in the maximum 300 word count  

Registration Fee: EASA Members  R2400       |       Non-EASA Members  R2600 

Registration Procedure: 

¶ Mail or fax your completed registration form to conferencepl@gmail.com 

¶ Pay the registration fee directly into the bank account (electronic payment): 

o Deposit the appropriate fee into the bank account indicated below; and  

o Fax/e-mail a copy of the deposit slip or proof of electronic transfer to:   
Ms Petra Lawson at e-mail conferencepl@gmail.com or fax to  
086 541 1173 on the same day the deposit is made. 

BANKING DETAILS: 
 

Account Name: Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University Bank: ABSA 

Account Number: 1640 000 046 Branch Name & Code:  Central  630117 

Reference: it is essential to quote EC24-4275 and your surname as reference 

PLEASE NOTE:  It is the responsibility of the delegate to ensure that the registration 
payment is made and proof of payment is sent to Ms Petra Lawson 

ACCOMMODATION:   

All delegates are responsible for their own accommodation arrangements.  
Accommodation is available at the conference venue, Mpekweni Beach Resort. Please 
contact Nicolette Whitehead at nicolette@mpekweni.co.za 
¶ Single room based on 4 star accommodation is at R1050.00 per person per night 

¶ Twin sharing room based on 4 star accommodation is at R780.00 per person 
sharing per night 

¶ Single room based on 3 star accommodation is at R900.00 per person per night 

¶ Twin sharing room based on 3 star accommodation is at R 680.00 per person 
sharing per night 

The above rates are based on dinner, bed and breakfast. 

TRANSPORT:  

All delegates are responsible for their own transport. Transport will be available from  
EL/PLZ airport to Mpekweni Beach Resort (Dr Tulsi Morar) at an additional cost. 
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